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can our allies think," but that we are at present weary of
the burdensome and expensive honour of holding the ba-
lance of power in our hands, are content to resign the
unquiet province of the arbiters of Europe, and propose
to confine our care henceforward to our immediate interest,
and shut up ourselves in our own island?

That this is the real design of any of those noble lords
who have opposed the motion, I do not intend to insinuate;
for I doubt not but they believe the general interest both of
this nation and its allies, most likely to be promoted by
the method of address which they recommend, since they
declare that they do not think our state desperate, and con-
fess the importance of the affairs on which we ate required
by his majesty to deliberate, to be such, that nothing ought
to repress our endeavours but impossibility of success.

Such is the knowledge and experience of those noble
lords, that the hopes which I had formed of seeing the de-
structive attempts of the French once more defeated, and
power restored again to that equipoise which is necessary
to the continuance of tranquillity and happiness, have re-
ceived new strength from their concurrence, and I shall
now hear with less solicitude the threats of France.

That the French, my lords, are not invincible, the noble
duke who spoke last has often experienced; nor is there
any reason for imagining that they are now more formidable
than when we encountered th6m in the fields of Blenheim
and Kumillies, Nothing is requisite but a firm union
among* those princes who are immediately in danger from
their encroachments, to reduce them to withdraw their
forces from the countries of their neighbours, and quit,
for the defence of their own territories, their schemes of
bestowing empires, and dividing dominions.

That such an union is now cultivated, we have been in-
formed by his majesty, whose endeavours will probably be
HueeoHsful, however they may at first be thwarted and ob-
structed ; because the near approach of danger will rouse
thoso whom avarice has stupified, or negligence intoxicated;
tliuH truth and reason will become every day more powerful,
and sophistry arid artifice be in tfme certainly detected.

Wliou, therefore, my lords, we are engaged in consulta-